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1. This action is responsive to the application filed November 17, 2003. Claims 1-7 
are pending and represent a method directed toward publishing an electronic file 
attached to an electronic mail message. 



2- The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation of accessing the attached file, then obtaining the 
identity of a remote server hosting the content of the attached file. It is unclear how an 
attached electronic file is accessed without the associated content. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent, or on an intemational application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 
371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AlPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the 
application being examined was not (1 ) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) 
voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 



4. Claims 1-4, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Luzeski et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,430,177. 
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Luzeski teaches the invention as claimed including a universal messaging 
system providing integrated voice, data, and fax services to WEB clients (see abstract). 

As to claim 1 , Luzeski teaches a computer-implemented method for 
communicating content intended for delivery to a recipient of an electronic mail 
message having an attached electronic file, comprising the steps of: 

responsive to an input signal, accessing the attached electronic file (inbox applet) 
(see figs. 1-4; col. 20, lines 1-40, Luzeski discloses that an inbox applet is accessed 
representing an attached file); 

obtaining the identity of a remote server computer hosting the content in 
response to accessing the attached electronic file (applet) (see col. 20, lines 1-60, 
Luzeski discloses that the message content is accessed from a message server in 
response to user input); 

displaying the content intended for delivery to the recipient of the electronic mail 
message by using the identity of the server to establish a connection with the remote 
server computer (see col. 20, lines 1-60, Luzeski discloses that the messaging platform 
server is accessed based on the message ID to retrieve message content). 
As to claim 2, Luzeski teaches the computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein 
the step of displaying the content intended for delivery to the recipient of the electronic 
mail message comprises the steps of: 

launching a browser program; providing the browser program with the identity of 
a the remote server hosting the content (see col. 7, lines 15-30, Luzeski discloses using 
a browser program to view message content); 

establishing a connection by the browser program with the remote server 
computer; and displaying the content within a viewing window of the browser program 
(see col. 7, lines 30-40, Luzeski discloses using a browser to view the email content). 

As to claim 3, Luzeski teaches the computer-implemented method of Claim 1 , 
Wherein the remote server hosts a web site containing the content intended for delivery 
to the recipient of the electronic mail message and the attached electronic file only 
contains instructions for accessing the content at the web site (see col. 18-20, , Luzeski 
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discloses that a web site Is accessed for lists of new and old messages and that an 
applet is identified and downloaded to access the content). 

As to claim 4, Luzeski teaches the computer-implemented method of claim 1 , 
further comprising the step of displaying a message contained in the attached electronic 
file in response to receiving the input signal (see col. 19-20). 

As to claim 7, Luzeski teaches the method of Claim 4 further comprising the step 
of opening a browser' program by launching the file attachment from a viewer program 
to access the content at the remote server computer in response to JavaScript 
commands contained in the electronic file attachment (se col. 19-20, Luzeski discloses 
that java applets downloaded in response to message selection for viewing the 
message content). 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Luzeski. 

Luzeski teaches the Invention substantially as claimed including a universal 
messaging system providing integrated voice, data, and fax services to WEB clients 
(see abstract). 

As to claim 5, Luzeski teaches the computer-implemented method of Claim 4. 

Luzeski fails to teach the claimed limitation wherein the step of displaying a 
message contained in the attached electronic file comprises the steps of launching a 
document-viewing program; displaying the message within a viewing window of the 
document-viewing program. 
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However, "Official Notice" is taken that the concept and advantages of launching 
a document-viewing program in response to a command to display message content is 
old and well known in the art. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Luzeski by specifying launching a viewing program to display the 
content of a message. One would be motivated to do so to allow an Excel formatted 
attachment to be viewed through an Excel program. 

As to claim 6, Luzeski teaches the computer-implemented method of Claim 5, 
wherein the message of the electronic file attachment comprises a text- based 
instruction message comprising instructions to aid the recipient's access to the content 
maintained by the remote server computer (see col. 18-20). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saleh Najjar whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4006. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am-6:00pm w/ 
first Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Saleh Najjar 

Primary Examiner / Art Unit 21 57 



